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ferocious monster that devours it, what shall I put in that
monster's place, say you?'
'Superstition does not devour humanity; it is, on the con-
trary, necessary to its existence.'
'Necessary to its existence! That 5s a horrible piece of
blasphemy'which the future will avenge. I love mankind;
I would like to see it, as I am, free and happy. Superstition
and liberty cannot go hand in hand. Do you think that
slavery makes for happiness?'
'What you want then is the supremacy of the people?'
cGod forbid! The masses must have a king to govern
them.'
'In that case then superstition is necessary, for the people
would never give a mere man the right to rule them.'
'Don't speak of kings; the name implies despotism, which
I hate as I hate slavery.'
'What would you have, then? If you admit one man as
ruler, that man must be king.'
CI want a sovereign ruling a free people, and bound to
them by reciprocal conditions, which should prevent any
inclination to despotism on his part.'
cAddison says that such a sovereign, such a chief, is im-
possible. I agree with Hobbes, between two evils one must
choose the lesser. A nation freed from superstition would
be a nation of philosophers, and philosophers do not know
how to obey. There is no happiness for a people that is not
crushed, kept down and held in leash.'
'Horrible! And you are of the people! If you had read
me you would see that I prove Superstition to be the arch-
enemy of kings.'
clf I have read you! I have read you and re-read you,
especially those parts where I differ from you. Your master
passion is love of humanity. This love blinds you. Love
humanity, but love it as it is. Humanity is not susceptible to
the benefits you wish to shower on it; they would only tend
to make it more wretched and more perverse. Do not seek
to destroy the beast which you say devours it; it loves the